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The Role of Agricultural Extension in increasing Date Palm Production and Marketing

methods in Siwa Oasis in Matruh Governorate
Dr. Abdu Omran Mohamed * Dr. / Yousria Ahmed Allam * Dr. Soheir Mohamed Ahmed Al-Sriti **
* Agricultural Division - National Research Center.
** Department of Project Management and Sustainable Development - Research Institute for Cultivation of
Arid Lands - City of Scientific Research and Technological Applications - New Borg El Arab - Alexandria.

Abstract

The purpose of the research was to determine the role of agricultural extension in the implementation of the
activities of increasing date palm production in Siwa and developing marketing methods, in addition to
determining the degree of assistance to help farmers in solving the educational problems facing them, and
presenting the proposals of farmers to solve these problems, also identify a crop problems in production and
marketing facing farmers. The research was carried out on a sample of 297 farmers by using regular random
sample, data were collected using the questionnaire by interview with the respondents, data was analyzed using
(SPSS), using the weighted average, and the standard scores, and the results were presented using the frequencies,
percentages and percentage of the mean. The data were presented in tables. The main results of the research were
summarized as follows:
1. Data were showed a decrease in the role of agricultural extension in increasing date palm production and
developing methods of marketing, as indicated by (72.6%) of the respondents. The role of extension in helping

farmers solve the educational problems facing them was low, as indicated by about (79.12%) of the respondent

2. The most important educational problems faced by farmers in obtaining agricultural information are: the
scarcity of field visits of agricultural extension workers to farmers regarding the production and marketing of date
palms - insufficient demonstrative fields for date palms - scarcity of agricultural extension journals - lack of
extension pamphlets - Lack of number of specialized agricultural extension workers, and it has been found that
the most important proposals of the respondents to solve them are increasing the number of specialized agricultural
extension workers - increasing the extension fields - providing extension pamphlets - increasing field visits -
providing agricultural extension journals for farmers.
3. The most important productive problems facing date palm farmers are the high price of fertilizers, the high
price of pesticides, the lack of fertilizers, primitive means of transporting the crop, lack of pesticides,
4. The most important marketing problems faced by farmers in question are: exploitation of traders - high costs
of crop collection - high transport costs - lack of appropriate packaging.
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