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Agricultural Development Barriers at New Valley Governorate

Sayed Abd Elnaby Haikel* Hanan Saad EI-Din Hamed* Amera Ahmed Ahmed Eid *
Desert Research Center*

Abstract

The study aimed to identify the existence degree of the agricultural development obstacles at New Valley
governorate, determine the relationship between the existence degree of agricultural development obstacles and
the studied independent variables and identify the respondents’ suggestion to reduce the existence degree of the
agricultural development obstacles. The study was conducted at the New Valley governorate on a random
sample of 185 respondents. Data were collected by interviewing the selected respondents using a pre- tested
questionnaire. Pearson's correlation coefficient, in addition to percentages, frequencies, arithmetic mean and
standard deviation were utilized to analyze data.

The most important findings were:

- About 23.1% of respondents had a low degree of agricultural soil obstacles, 27.5% of them had a moderate
degree and 49.4% of respondents had a high degree of agricultural soil obstacles.

- About 22.7% of respondents had a low degree of irrigation obstacles from underground water, 24.9% of
them had a moderate degree and 52.4% of respondents had a high degree of irrigation obstacles from
underground water.

- About 20.8% of respondents had a low degree of agricultural drainage obstacles, 34.7% of them had a
moderate degree and 44.5% of respondents had a high degree of agricultural drainage obstacles.

- About 24.0% of respondents had a low degree of agricultural production marketing obstacles, 29.7% of
them had a moderate degree and 46.3% of respondents had a high degree of agricultural production
marketing obstacles.

- About 12.3% of respondents had a low degree of agricultural extension work obstacles, 32.1% of them had
a moderate degree and 55.6% of respondents had a high degree of agricultural extension work obstacles.

- About 20.7% of respondents had a low degree of total obstacles, 28.3% of them had a moderate degree and
51.0% of respondents had a high degree of total obstacles.

- There were a significant relationship at the probability level of 0.01 between the existence degree of
agricultural development obstacles and the following independent variables: age, education level,
leadership degree and attitudes towards agricultural innovations. There were also a significant relationship
at the probability level of 0.05 between the same dependent variable and: the size of agricultural possession,
experience in farm work and attitudes towards agricultural extension.

- The most important suggestions to reduce the agricultural development obstacles were: lining the
agricultural irrigation and drainage canals, increasing the number of agricultural extension agents, reduce
the unlicensed indiscriminate drilling of wells, establishing a cooperative associations for agricultural
production marketing and providing the appropriate extension aids to transfer the agricultural information
to farmers.
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